
Our Story 

In 1856, Hugh Reilly a shoemaker from Ireland arrived in the tiny 

township of  Mintaro, in the Clare Valley.  Over the next 10 years, Hugh 

converted the stone barn that had been his home into a cottage. Almost 

140 years later, the cottage has been restored to its former glory by distant 

relatives of  Hugh, the Ardill family, and once again it is a hive of  activity, 

and home to Reilly’s Wines.   

In 1993, we started from humble beginnings where the first vintages of  

wines were processed on the front porch of  the Cottage.  The winery has 

steadily grown over the years, quickly outstripping the capacity of  the 

cottage, and production was moved to a state-of-the-art facility in nearby 

Leasingham in 2000.   

Reilly’s Cottage is now our Cellar Door where you can sample crisp, clean 

Rieslings and big, bold reds. 


